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LETTER, Ge. 


STR, 


N an Age ungrateful and cenſorious 
as this is unzverſally allowed to be, it 
is not at all amazing to ſee the Cha- 
raters of the greateſt and moſt worthy Men, 
4 and OG. abuſed and traduced. 


THE Darts of Malice, * and. it 
Prejudice, are continually pointed at thoſe 
whom Fortune hath deſervedly placed upon 
her higheſt Summit. Calumny and Great- 
neſs always go Hand in Hand together, and 

the Shield of Virtue, though like that of 
_— — 
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(2) 
Achilles, impenetrable, is often blackened 


and defiled by the Dirt, that Ignorance and 
Wickedneſs throw upon it, 


TH E SE, Sir, are plone Truths; 


but Truths they are; and I hope you, who 


are not noted for the moſt zealous Friend to 
the preſent Miniſtry, will nevertheleſs with 
' Pleaſure ſee the Conduct of the worthy 
Gentlemen, now at our Helm, ſince the 
Commencement of the preſent War, fully 
and clearly vindicated. This Taſk is mine, 
and if my Abilities equal my Wiſhes, I 
. ſhall fit down contented with the pleaſing 
Thoughts of having reſcued immaculate 


Vi irtue, from the inſidious Attacks of Lan, 
Hatred and Malice. 


| BE FOR E we enter upon the pro- 
poſed Vindication, let us, Sir, if you pleaſe, 
caſt o our Eyes back to future Ages, and en- 


deavour 


* 
deavour to find ſuch a gloribuus Set of War- 
riors, Stateſmen, Politicians and Patriots- 
as GREAT BRITAIN can now boaſt of.— 
but the Attempt i is vain: The Annals of 

the Univerſe, from its Creation to this pre- 
ſent Time, will be ineffectual for the Pur- 
poſe. I have mentioned. Can all the far- 
famed Heroes of Antiquity, co-joined with 
the Conde's, Turenne's, and Eugene's of a 


later Age, compare all their accumulated 
Vidorics to the ſingle Defeat at Culloden £ 


CAN 88 Patriotiſm and Contempt 
for Riches, which ſo much diſtinguiſhed 
the Second Brutus, preſume to vie with 


| thoſe Qualities ſo conſpicuous in the jnlent 
Lord Chancellor? 
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| (4) 
lieu, equal thoſe of the firſt Lord Commif- 
fioner of the Treaſury ? 


| WAs the Office of Secretary of 
War ever ſo nobly filled as at preſent, by 
the illuſtrious Perſon who | is as remarkable 
for the Goodneſs of his Head, as for his 
Perſpicuity and Clearneſs of Expreſſion? 


0 R, can we even preſume to hope, 
that our Poſterity will ever be bleſſed with 
ſo great a Genius as now condeſcends to 
preſide over our Naval Affairs? The almoſt 


unanimous Voice of a grateful People will 
anſwer, No. 


WH AT in the Name of Wonder, + 
(may ſome impartial People aſk) can be 
the Objections raiſed againſt the Miniſtry ? 
Let me anſwer, and truly anſwer, few and 
frivolous. Upon the very firſt Notice of 

8 the . 


(5) 
the Encroachments of our perfidious Ene- 
mies the French, upon our Settlements in 
America, every Method that human Wiſ- 
dom could ſuggeſt, was immediately taken 
to preſerve thoſe our moſt valuable Acqui- 
ſitions. A large and powerful Fleet was 
fitted out with an Expedition unparallelled, 


to check the unbounded Infolence and Am- 


bition of our hoſtile Neighbours; and the 


Conſequence was glorious. Great Num- 
bers of Merchant Ships and Fiſhing-Veſſels 
were taken by our Men of War, which 
Succeſs gave a Blow, which ber Wie 

turies cannot be recovered, to the Trade of 


France, and reduced a great Number of 


its Inhabitants, eſpecially the poorer Sort, 
to > the utmoſt Diſtreſs. 


IF OTE was defeated in North 
America, let me aſk any impartial Man, 


was it owing to the Negligence of thoſe i in 


Power 


(6) 
Power at Home, or to his own Inadver- 
tency and Precipitation? Certainly to the 
latter. The ill Conſequences of this De- 
feat were fer or none at all, and the Wiſdom 
of the Miniſtry never was more conſpicuous 
than in appointing Sir William Johnſon to 
command our Forces, who recovered ' the 
Laurels plucked from Braddock's Brow, by 
defeating the united Forces of the French 
and Canadians. 


© IF Ofwego is loſt, muſt it not be at- 
tributed to the fatal Difference between 
the New-England Troops and the brave 


Veterans who were ſent over to protect our 


Colonies ; which no human Prudence could 
foreſee or prevent? And the Blocking up 

of Louiſbourgh, by which the Inhabitants 
vVeere reduced (by their own Accounts) to the 
utmoſt Diſtreſs, muſt by all be allowed tobe 
a Maſter-Piece of Policy. Thus much for 


the 


470 


the Conduct of the Miniſtry in regard to 


| North America, which Candour muſt com- 
mend, and Envy itſelf caNxx or blame. 


FVO yourſelf Sir, muſt own the Aſ- 
ſertion, that the Voice of the People is the 
Voice of God, to be as falſe as it is ſpecious. 
The Clamour of the many-headed Beaſt the 
Multitude, againſt the Government, for a 


Step the moſt prudent that ever was taken, 

and which under Providence preſerved this 
Kingdom from the Calamities of an Invaſion, 
is a flagrant Proof. You need not be told, 5 
I preſume, that I mean the bringing over 
of a large Body of Haſſan and Hanoverian | 
Troops for the Protection, Defence and 


Safety of this Nation; a Proceeding againſt 
which the Thunder of your Oratory Was 


levelled in vain. A large Number of 


Tranſports were preparing at Bret, the 


Coaſts of France were filled with Troops 
ready 
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(8) 

ready at an Hour's Notice to embark, and 
pour in upon us, What at that Time could 
have protected us? The Military Force we 
had in this Kingdom, was univerſally al- 
lowed to be inſufficient. Where then could 
we find an Aſylum from the approaching, 
impending Danger but in our Allies? In 
our unemployed Fleets, you willanſwer, which 
then were riding at Spithead. But was this 
Fleet Invincible ? and if it was, might not 
the Enemy's Squadron have eſcaped it in the 
Night, in a Fog, or by a thouſand other 
Accidents? What then would have been 
the Conſequence 2—1 tremble at the 
Thoughts of it. Had the Militia Bill 
paſſed, what a poor Defence mult a raw, 
undiſciplined, irregular Mob, (I cannot 
call them an Army) have made againſt ſixty 
thouſand Veterans (for with no leſs were 
we threatned) headed by experienced Ge- 

nerals, fluſhed with the Victories obtained 
in | 


| (9) 
in the laſt War. But by the Prudence and 
Sagacity of our Miniſters the grand Scheme 
of our inveterate Enemies was defeated, Eng- 
land was preſerved by the Aſſiſtance of her 
natural Allies, and our Fleets ſet at Liberty 
to quit our Coaſts and infeſt thoſe of our 
Enemies. Yet for this have they been 
branded with the odious Appellations of 
Enemies to their Country, 1nfringers of the 
Rights and Privileges of Engh/bmen, and 
every other degrading Name which un- 
grateful Men ever did and wil beſtow upon ; 
their ah gs a 


BUT conſcious of their own Skill 
and Virtue, the Noble Pilots rejoice in hav- 
ing preſerved the Ship, tho' the: fooliſh 
Mariners would rather have utterly periſhed, 

than owed their Lives to the * of 1 
their n. 1 


C 


( 10) 

I flatter myſelf that I have now fully 
vindicated the Miniſtry in relation to North 
America, and the Importation of foreign 
Troops; yet, tho much is done, ſtill much 
remains behind. Mix ORA, the brighteſt 
Gem in the Br:71þ Diadem is loſt, (or as 
ſome will have it given away) thro the In- 
capacity, Negligence or Treachery of thoſe 
who ought to have made uſe of every Effort 
to preſerve it. The Garriſon of that invalu- 

able Place was inſufficient for its Defence, 
and the principal Officers of the few Regi- 
ments that compoſed the Garriſon, were 
abſent from their Duty. Timely, frequent 
Notice was given the Miniſtry that the 
French were preparing to attack the Iſland; 
yet not one Precaution was taken, to pre- 
vent the Landing of the hoſtile Forces, re- 
inforce the brave Blakeney, or relieve the 
Fort when beſieged, tho' the Governor and 
Garriſon defended the Place for more than 


two 


( 


two Months with uncommon Vigour, in 


hopes of receiving Succours from Eng- 
land. This, Sir, is che Language of 
ſome Men; who they are I need not men- 
tion to * 


* 


THE Charge indeed! is heavy, and 
the Loſs I fear irretreviable. The Key of 
the Mediterranean, the Protection of our 
Levant Trade, the commodious Harbour 


for Ships of all Burthens is forcibly. torn | 


from us and poſſeſſed by the Enemy, to our 


great! Loſs and Detriment. A greater Diſ- : 
grace never ſtained the Britiſh Annals. 


But let Impartialityreign in Indignation, and 
Candour mount the Judgment-Seat inſtead 
of blind vindictive Rage; yet let not Pity 
blunt the Sword of Juſtice, but where the 
wack 15, 5 the great 270 fall. | 
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(12) 

I believe it cannot be diſputed that 
frequent and timely Advice was received 
by the Government, that the French were 
making great Preparations at Toulon, and 

that the Preparations were reported to be 
deſtined againſt the Ifland of Minorca. 
But the certain Deſtination, however, Was 
not known till Monſieur de Gal; iſſeniere ap- 
peared with the Men of War and Tranſ- 
ports off Minorca. The Reports of the 
French had no Manner of Weight with 
our prudent Miniſtry, who, probably 
imagined their whole Deſign was to draw 
a great N umber of our Ships from the 
1 Coaſts of Great Britain, into the Mediter- 
ranean, in order to facilitate the intended 
5 Invaſion of theſe Kingdoms. Theſe Con- 


jectures are very far from being romantic, 
if we conſider that French Policy ſeldom 


declares its Intentions before- hand. How- 
ever, what was imagined to be a mere 
C#.4+ 1 | 

Gaſconade, 


("T3") 
Giebaade: was verified by the Event; 


the Duke de Richlieu landed his Troops, 
and Fort St. TO was * 


UPON the firſt Confirmation of this 


melancholy News, every thing that Pru- 


dence could dictate was performed by the 
Miniſtry. Nothing was left undone that - 


had the leaſt Tendency to the Preſervation 
of the important Place. A Fleet was 


ordered to be immediately fitted out to 
attempt its Relief; when ready, ſeme 
Land Forces were put on Board here, and 


the Commander in Chief had Orders to 


receive a much greater Number at 
Gibraltar. However, the Governour of 


that Fortreſs, for Reaſons beſt known to 
himſelf, refuſed to obey his Orders, wag 
recalled, tried for it, and the Conſequences 
ate too well known to be enumerated 


f here. 1 hus much, however, it is neceſ- 


fary 
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(14) | 

ſary to premiſe, that had the Government 
| known that General Foul would not have 
parted with any of his Garriſon, a ſufficient 
Number of Land Forces had been ſent 
from A 


A Fleet of thirteen en of the 
Line, beſides Frigates, ſailed from England 
under the Command of the Honourable 
Jobn Byng, Eſq; and arrived after a tedious 
Paſſage at Gibraltar: After unneceſſarily 
conſuming ſome time there, ſailed for 
Mahon, fell in with Gall ſſonniere's 's Squadron 
and engaged them. Rear Admiral g 
with the Ships under his Diviſion, as 
ſoon as Mr. Byng made the Signal for en- 
| gaging, | bore down upon t the Enemy with : 
the utmoſt Intrepidity. Had his ſuperior : 
Officer followed his gallant Example, in 
all human probability the French Fleet 
had either been Ine or ſo ſhattered N 
as 


(ns) 


as to be unable to keep the Sea, A Rein- 
forcement had been thrown into. Fort 
St. Philip, and that Fortreſs, as well as the 
Iſland of Minorca, had been ſtill numbered 
in the Liſt of the Britiſh Dominions. But, 
alas! Mr. Byng, unfortunately for his King's, 
his Country's and his own Glory, kept at 
a ceremonious Diſtance from the Enemy, 
ſaw with Unconcern Mr. Jeft and the 
brave Captains under him in the utmoſt 

Danger, without giving or endeavouring to 

give them the leaſt Aſſiſtance ; and what is 

moſt ſtrange, and hardly. ever will be be- 

lieved by Poſterity, beheld the Enemy 8 
Fleet retreating from ſeven Ships only, 


ani had not either Honour, or Reſolution 
enough to follow them. 


ME THINK s, Sir, you ſmile at 

this, and reply: Nothing is more eaſy 
bas than to accuſe a Man of Faults he never 

" committed. 


Ty 
committed. Is Mr. Byng actually guilty 
of the Crimes laid to his Charge? Was 
c his Fleet equal in Strength to that of 


ov 


« the Enemy, either in Weight of Metal 
ce or Number of Hands? Was not his.Crew 
« fickly? Were not his Ships foul? And 
did he not fight under the greateſt Dif. 


t advantages? Diſadvantages occaſioned 


c 


10 by thoſe to whom the Care of our Naval 
We Affairs is intruſted. 'To put this 
Matter in as clear a Light as poſſible, I 
will repeat all that Mr. Byng or his Ad- 
vocates for him, have hitherto thought 
proper to ſay 1 in his Excuſe, and Remarks 
| ſhall be made upon whatever he has offered 


in Juſtification of his Conduct. 
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' ARTICLE I. 


Mr. Byng was not ſent from En- 
gland, Time enough to prevent the 


Enemy making a Deſcent upon the 


Iſland of Minorca. 


REMARK. 
This is allowed. 


ARTICLE II. 


Mr. Byng' 8 Fleet, faid to be ſent 
| with Intent to relieve St. Philip 5 
and aſſiſt the Garriſon againſt a 
Siege from a very powerful Enemy, 


was unſupplied with Troops 2 ; 


—_— 5 
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(18) 
RE MARK. 


Thes has been anſwered before. The Go- 


vernor of Gibraltar had Orders to 
ſupply the Admiral with a ſufficient 
Number of Troops, —If He diſobeyed 
bis Orders, can the Mint mmiſiry be 
TP * 


* 


ARTICLE IN. 


Monſ. 2 Galliſſonniere s Squadron No 


was ſuperior in Weight of Me- 
tal, and Number of Men, to the 


Engl 72 


REMARK. 

It was for the Honour of Great Britain 
that a larger Fleet was not ſent into 
the Mediterranean : for what Honour 

"_- 
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(19) 
can be obtained by conquering an 
Enemy inferior in Strength? But 

doe bave only Mr. Byng's own Word 
that the French were ſuperior ; and 
it is well known, that a Coward's Te- 
Jſcope magnifes exceeding. A Ver- 
non, a Hawke, or a Boſcawen, if 
in Byng's Place, would have been 
better acquainted with their Weight of 
Metal, and Number of Men, 


— 2 prey 0 — — — 0 
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ARTICLE IV. 


Mr. Byng uſed his utmoſt Endea- 
vours to deftroy Galliſſonniere $Fleet. 5 


REMARK. 


' Grad Judæus Apella. When Byng 
' made the Signal to bear drwn upon the 
Enemy Fleet, Mr. Weſt gallantly 
e and did his Duty ; ; while the 

— Com- 


n 
Commander in Chief kept af a mo 
ceremonibus Dijftance, and had not 
one Man killed or wounded on board 
the Ship in which he had hoifted his 
protecting Flag : A certain Proof 
how cloſely be engaged. It is no Won- 
der therefore that Mr. Weſt's $ qua- 
dron was much da maged, when his 
ſuperior Officer, with the bet hal If of 
the Fleet, was a mere SpeBtat or of 
the Engagement, and never offered to 
| affiſt his brave Countrymen, whom he 
ſaw overpowered with Numbers, and 
bad not Courage enough Zo bear down 


E | 


og 


A R * 1 0 L E V. 
N. Byng uſed his utmoſt En- 


. to land a Letter for General 5 
Blokeney to Jet him know the F leet | 
„ of 


5 
7 * 


- 


( 21 ) 
was off Mahon, and that he would 
do all i in n his Tower to aſſiſt him. 


REMARK. 


The tons ral did indeed ſend Great 
ny Harvey for the Purpoſe abovemen- 
tioned, before be engaged, or rather 
paid bis Compliments 70 Monſ. la 
Galliſſonniere; ; but calied him in 
qohen the Enemy's Fleet appeared: yet 
_ after the Engagement, notwwr landing 

| (by bis own Account) the Fr rench 
y Admigl 1005 obli ged to edge away, 
never made the kaft Attempt to ſend 
Wes the Letter on . bore, or relieve the 
3 brave oy. 


(/ 22) 


ARTICLE VI. 
r. Byng and the Council of 
1 end it impracticable either 
to ſuccour or relieve Fort S.. 
: Philip. after the Engagement, ſeve- 
ral of the Engliſh Ships having re- 


| ceived much OP: - 


REMARK. | 

Mr. Byng mit gb zave prevented the 
Ships in My. Weſt's Div hon from 
fe Hering ſo much, if be could have 
N ht mſelf to venture his Per- | 
en i in the Fray —T; he gallant Council 
of War finding it ould be dangerous 

to relieve the Fort, wiſely reſolved N 
1 that it was im practicable. Several 


Land Officers who were on Board 
bo the Fleet and ated. at the Council . 


(23) 


of War, imagining (as it is ſuppoſed) 
that the Ch mate of Minorca world - | [ 
be too hot for their tender Conſtitu- 'Y 
tions, did not chuſe to join their Regi- 4 
ments in the Fort, but unanimouſſy 
agreed, tas better to return to 
Gib raltar, and cover that important 


Fortreſs. 


E 


ARTICLE vi. 


SUPPOSING Mr. Byng had 

driven . Galliſſonniere from before 

Mahon, as he had no Land Forces 

on Board, and could ſpare no Sea- 
men, what Aſſiſtance could he have 
given the Garriſon 55 


RE- 


(984) 


REMARK. 
He might have landed the Sick and 
Mounded which he complains of hav- 
ing on Board bis Fleet, which would 
bade been a ſirons Reinforcement to 
Blakeney and a vaſt Eaſement to 
n 


ARTICLE vu. 
Mer. Byng was injurioully treated 
by the Miniſtry, who left out of the 
Gazetze great Part of the Letter he 
ſent to Mr. Cleveland, Secretary to 
the Admiralty, in order to preju- 
dice the good People of Great 


TT Britain againſt him. 


| R E- 


Diga "REMARK. 
83 That Mr. "Byag's 8 Letter was Not 
| printed entire in the Gazette is al- 
Feed: But is what his Advocate ſays 
Fer bim decent and proper? Let us 
N bear im; M bat profligate and 
4x4 abandoned Hearts muſt ſuch Men 
. poſſe eſs, who by Omiſſions of whole 
X Paragraphs of a Commanders own 
366 : N Letter, and Additions of others, can 
Ps Ken the Force of bis Fuſtification in 
A 44 an Aﬀair of Life and Death; change 
n tze Account of his Proceedings, and 
| . alt ace the whole Meaning of 
tis Letter ; to make his own. Words 
enen, bim fo the  Multitude, by 
« Jheaki ng bal If what they expreſs ; and 
| 0 |  extorting, by this new Way of putting 
FE Rn a | 


Letters to the 7 orture, fo contra- 


(226) 


dictory to the Spirit of the Engliſh | 
Laws, a Meaning ſo di ferent from 


hat they truly import, a Confeſſion 


of Guilt which is not to be found in 
the whole uncaſtrated Original? If 
this appear to be a true Repreſenta- 
tion, you will not with-hold a juſt Re- 


' Jentment on this Occaſon; and tbat 
it is, J dare to make appear from 


1 fach Proofs, that even the greateſt 


5 Enemy again Mr. | Byng fall be 
| obliged to confeſs | bis Convithion of the 
Truth of what hall be ſaid ; and that, 
b however guilty be may appear fo be, 
Y in compari ;ſon with his Oppreſſors he 


ic as Innocent as "the Perſon who 


treuc on 4 nun, compared with 


Cain 20 flew his Brother, or be who 
Faris his on Heel, to Bim that 


ft 


(27) 

fet Fire to the Pattered * of 
Liſbon amidſi the Calamities of the 
' Earthquake.” I not this, Sir; to 
you 1 appeal, endeavouring to vin- 
dicate Mr. Byng at the Expence of 
the Government? But can any Man, 
how partial or prejudiced foever, be 
ſo fooliſh as to imagine that the wiſeſt 


and beſt Mimfiry that ever ſat at 


the Helm of State, intended by their 


- Method of retailing his Letter to do 


i the Admiral any Diſervice ? ? Alas / 
Sir, the very contrary. They knew 


| that the leſs of bis Letter was pub- 
liſhed, the leſs. tbe Paſſions of the 


5 People would be inflamed againſt 
uin; and humanely refuſed to let the 


whole Letter, written with ſo much 
- Pleaſure, appear to his Diſadvantage. 

| This WAs zs Kindneſs, not Injuſtice; ; but 
| N E 2 the 


44. 
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(26) 
Letters to the Torture, ſo contra- 
dictory to the Spirit of the Engliſh 
Laws, a Meaning ſo a ferent from 
bh they truly import, a Confeſſion 
F Guilt which is not to be found in 
the whole uncaſtrated Original? if 
this appear to be a true Repreſenta- 
tion, you will not with-hold a juſt Re- 
ſentment on this Occaſion ; ; and that 
. is, I dare fo make appear from 
fach Proofs, that even the greateſt 
5 Enemy againſt My. Byng ſhall be 
'—  obligedto confeſs | bis ConviBien of the 
Truth of what Mall be ſaid and 1 
horoe ver guiliy be nay appear to be, 


: in compariſon with his Oppreſſors be 
is as innocent as "the Perſon who 
hs: treads on a Worm, compared with 


Cain ue few bis Brother, or be who 
burns his own Hobel, fo him that 


4 1 { Þ Y e . 7 . * * . 
. — - * 3 fe ; 


(27) 


Jet Fire to the ſhattered Ruins of 


| Liſbon amidſ the Calamities of the 


Karthquake.” Is not this, Sir; to 
you I appeal, endeavouring to vin- 
dicate Mr. Byng at the Expence of 
the Government? But can any Man, 
how partial or prejudiced ſoever, be 


fo fooliſh as to imagine that the wiſeſt 
and beſt Minifiry that ever ſat at 


the Helm F State, intended by their 


4 Method of retailing his Letter to. do 
_ the Admiral any Differvice? Alas 


Sir, the very contrary. They knew 


that the leſs of bis Letter was pul- 


liſhed, the leſs the Paſſions of the 


IA People ould be inflamed againſt 
him; and humanely refuſed to let the 
whole Letter, written with ſo much 


| Pleaſure, appear to his Diſadvantage. 
This was Kindneſs, not ae ; but 
| ns -: the 


— + 


(28) 
the Minds of ſome Men (I mean no Re- 
Nection on the Admiral) are fo weak, 


that they cannot diſtinguiſh a Bene fit 
Fong an e, f c 


ART CLE x 
Mr. Byng found few or no Stores | 
at Gibraltar, in the Magazines, to 
ſupply the Squadron ; the careening 


Wharf, 0 Storehouſes, Pits, &c, were 
intirely * | 


REMARK. 


W bat fignifies all this to the Admiral 3 
. Vindication? He was ſent to fight, 
not to careen ; and he might as well 


 bave retreated fo cover Portſmouth 
Deck c as Gibraltar, 


AR» 


(29) 


ARTICLE X. 


Mr. Byng s Letter to the Admi- 


ralty, dated on board the Ramillies, 
in Gibraltar Bay, May 4th, 17 56, 
was the Occaſion of his Diſgrace: 
The Miniſtry declaring from that 
Letter, they foreſaw he would not 


fight; whereas the ſaid Letter con- 


tained only an Account of the Con- 


dition of the Storehouſes at Gib- 


raltar, Force of the Enemy at 


Minorca, Gf. Se. 


REMARK. 


As the Admiral has grievouſly complained 
| of his Letter, containing an Account 


jp 


. — ꝶnlnnr.— 


| 


_—_—_ 
of the Engagement off Minorca, 
being caſtrated and interpolated, we 
will print the Letter, the Receipt 7 
zwbicb, be ſays, may be fixed as the 


0 ol of his Diſgrace, g Ward for 
e225 Word as he ine 1 it is 


the Public, . 
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"81 arrived here with 


E dron under my C nd, 
| & 24 Inſtant in the Afternoon, 
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8 Miniſter at that Place, to 
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(329 
te ter a tedious Paſſage of twenty⸗ 
Leven Pays, occaſioned by eon. 
« trary Winds and Calms, and was 
cc extremely concerned to hear from 
« Capt. Edgcumbe (who I found 
ce here with the Princeſs Liwiſa 
ce and Fortune Sloop), that, Be. a 
et oblig ed to retire from Mi litore 
ce * the 0 vin landed on that 


WW 


OJ K 


Jer 


Ir 


; ke Thy ef pa 1 2 8 the 


cial 2% 0" 


cc roth of laſt Month, with about 


_« ons hundred and lixty, or two 
« Funders Sal of Tranſports e 


« Corted þ 2h thirtgen, Sail of Men of 1 


D ne. 
« War; 'F 


War; how many of the Line I 
<« have not been able to learn with 


« any Certainty. 


«JF. I had been ſo happy to 


<« have arrived at Mahon, before the 
« French had landed, I fatter myſelf 


a prevented their getting a Footing 
cc on that Iſland; but as it has ſo 
6 unfortunately ile out, 1 am 
0 re ne fromthe gent 

ng by have land , and the 
Y Quantity of Proviſiotis, Stores and 
cc 1 of all r 


a 4 
1 8 


4 


11d have been able to have 
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(34) 
« will only enable it to hold out but 
« a little Time longer, and add to 
ec the Numbers that muſt fall into 
0 the Enemy s Hands; for the Gar- 
« riſon in Time will be obliged to 
cc ſurrender, unleſs a ſufficient Nu m- 
< ber of Men could be landed to 
ce diſlodge the French, or raiſe the 
« Siege; however, Iam determined 
«.to fail up to Minorca with the 
ce Squadron, where I ſhall be a bet- 
ter Judge of the Situation of Af- 
lars there, and will give General 
« B/akeney all the Aſſiſtance he ſhall 
cc requir though I am afraid all 
ce Communication will be cut off 
Gf * between us, as is s the Opinion of 
iy 22 cc « the 


(35) 
t the Chief Engineers, of this Gar- 
<« riſon (wko have ſcrved in the 
« Iſland) and that of the other Of. 
« ficers of the Artillery, who are 
9 acquainted with the Situation of 
cc the Harbour; for if the Enemy 
t have erected Batteries on the two 
ce Shores near the Entrance of the 
<«. Harbour, (an Advantage ſtarce to 
cc be ſuppoſed 5504 have neglected) 
c it will render i it i impoſſible for our 
Boats to have a Paſſage to the # 
ve Salle Port ob the Garriſon, . ” 


3 +) 2 l its 


= BY the indole 125 ach- — 
cc yered to me by Capt: Bagecumbe, 
their Lordſhips will obſerve the 
| Fs -- » RIS 


.2 


4 
#| 


— oe en gp — ———— —— ——— creat bes - as ———————— —T— . . ˙ I U * 
* 


Fan). 
ce Strength of the French Ships in 
ce Toulon; and by the Copy of a 
ce Letter from Marſeilles, to Ge- 
ce neral Blakeney, which I here- 
_ « with tranſmit to you, their 
„ Lord{hips will : perceive the 
Equipment the French have made 
<« on this Occaſion. It is to be ap- 
e prehended, when they have got 
ce all the Ships they poſſibly can 
ce ready for Service, they may think 
of turning War — this 
ba Way. | £ 


« IP I. ſhould fa in the Re- 
by lief of Port Mahon, I ſhall look. 


.< u pon the Security and Protection 


Cc of 


Coe) 
« of Gibraltar as my next Object, 


« and ſhall repair down. here with 
cc the ne 1 


“J am FOR to find; vpen 8 en- 


cc quiring of the Naval Officer here, 
« that. there are few! or no Stores 


in the Magazines to ſupply any | 
 « of the Squadron that may be in 


Want of them; and it appears 
han kette L habe; verived em 


« wright, that the careening 


« Wharf, Store-houſes, Pits, &c. 


ce are entirely decay d, and 1 am 
« afraid we ſhall find great Dif- 


? _ in / getting them repair d, 


ce there 


he Store-keeper and Maſter Ship- 


(138) 
« there being no Artificers to be 
ce got here, and at preſent he can 
<« have no Aſſiſtance from the Car- 
+3 penters of the Fleet on Account 
« of our Sailing, 


« 11 requiring a proper Perſon 
< to inſpect into and manage thoſe 


ce Affairs, I have taken upon me to 
E give Mr. Milbourne Marſb (His 
« Majeſty's Naval Officer that Was 
at Mahon, and who came down 
ec with Capt. Edgcumbe) an Order 15 
60 to act as Maſter Shipwright, 
« which, I hope, their Lordſhips 
“will approve, and have given him 
. Orders to uſe his beſt Endea- 
"> vours 


( 59 ) 
<& vours to put the Wharf, Ic. in 
« the beſt Condition he can, for 
« very ſoon they will be wanted; 
c as J apprehend, this is the only 

cc Place the Ships of the Squadron 
& can come to refit, and many of 
« them are in Want of Repairs and 
1 Careening particularly the Port- 
« /and, who has not been cleaned 

< theſe twelve Months, nor the 
E Cheſter field ten; beſides, many of 
0 the Ships that came out with me 
00 are foul : I fear from the Incon-' 


cc eee we ſhall meet with 


(40) 


6c culty in keeping the Ships clean, 
* as there is but one Wharf for 


e them to prepare and careen 


te at. 


te General Fowke; a Copy of which 
« is herewith tranſmitted, it was 


8 not thought Proper to ſend a 
« Detachment equal to a/Battallic 


cc for the Relief of Minorca, as it 


00 would evidently weaken the Gar- 
« rifon of Gibraltar, and be na 


© way eil to the Relief of 


&« that Illand, for theReaſons therein 


- given I 


(4x) 


« u given; but, as I had repreſented F- 
ec that there was a Deficiency of 


ce Men on board the SHips late 


ce under the Command | of Capt. 
KEagecumbe, on account of his 
c having left a Number of Sailors | 
LL and Marines at Minorca to aſſiſt 

« in the Defence of that Place, and 


e that it was neceſſary to ſend a 
cc Detachment on board thoſe Ships 


to help to man them, this the 
6c General complicd with, and 1 


« ſhall diſtribute ſome Seunten 


N 


60 from the Ships that came out . 


4 * o 8 
I 1 1 
* 42 ; 2 


(427) 
tt with me, to e their Com: 
cc * plement. | op) ge 


„The Chefterfield, Portland and 
« Dolphin are on their Paſſage ram 
« Mabon for this Place. The 
& Pheviize is gone to Leghorn by 
& Order of Capt. Eagcumbe for 
Letters and Intelligence; and the 
80 Experiment is cruizing off Cape 


« Pallas, who I eres in W 


1 Hour. 


42 By a Letter from Mr. Banks, 
40 our C onſul at Carthagena, ta 
Mx General 


( > 3 


de General Fowke, dated the 21ſt of 
April, it appears, that twelve 


« Sail of Spaniſh Men of War are 


& grdered for Gadis and Ferrol, 


ce which are expected at that Port, 


= 


te but on what Account he could 
© not tell the Governor. | 


23 We arc employed in taking in 
3 « Wine and compleating « our Wa- g 
00 * ter with, the utmoſt Diſpatch, | 
« and ſhall 2 Opportunity flip 


cc of failing from hence. 


ce Here ETD 1 ſend you cid 


«Ka Copy a ſuch Papers as have 
"x +» been 


7. 


(4) 
ec been delivered me, which 1 
<« thought neceſſary for their Lord- 
ee ſhip's Inſpection. 


cc I an, 
« © IR, 
% Your moſt bumble Servant, 


lin, In c Bj 


„ 
1 


(4s) 


Let us examine this curious Piece, and 
try if we cannot find that the Admiral gave ; 
too much Reaſon for the Conjecture of 
the Miniſtry in it. „ He is of Opinion 
« that reinforcing the Garriſon of Fort 
« $7, Phillip would be of no Service, as 
« jt muſt in Time ſurrender.” In the 
N ame of Truth, in the Name of Juſtice, 5 
in the Name of common Senſe, what is 
this but ſaying that his Superiors were 

Fools, and had ſent him to ſacrifice un- 
| neceſſary Lives by throwing them into the 
Garriſon ? © However, he was determined 
« to ſail up to ' Minorca, where he ſhould 


ebe a better Judge of the Situation of 


Affairs there, and would give General 
2 Aeg all the Aſſiſtance he ſhould re- 
* quire.” This Man had poſitive Orders 
to fight the French Fleet, and, if poſſible, 


(46) 
to relieve Minorca, yet declares he will 
fail up there to form a Judgment whether 
it would be ſafe for him to fight or not: 
The formidable Account he gives of the 
Force of the French, and wiſhing he had 
arrived there before they had Landed 
(in order it may be preſumed to ſhelter 
himſelf under the Cannon of the Fort) 
Vere but too ſure Preſages of his Behaviour 

in the Day of Battle: And thus his Care to 
| clean his Ships. inſtead of ghting them is 
+ cally accounted for. 


T O conclude; you are, 1 hope, Sir, 
ſati sfied, by this clear, reaſonable and impar- 
tial State of the Caſe, that the Miniſtry 
are not in the leaſt accountable for the Loſs 
of Minorca: That, on the contrary, they 

ſent out a Fleet to its Relief, conſiſting of 
_ thirteen large Ships, befides Frigates, well 
manned, victualled and cleaned, with a pro- 


per 


PT On 2 „ 7 OE 16. 


s h N * N a — TY 
8 : : il 
| | 
f 
l 
per Number of Land-Forces on board, | 
t | 
I: 
and gave the Command to an Officer RS 
remarkable Diſcretion and Prudence. | 
* 5 / 
| I am, 
| 
: ) 1 R, ; - ; | | 
* 
Your's, &; 
our's, &c. 
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BOOKS printed For PHYLLIP Reda 1 


fbe TI in Great Turnſtile, Holborn, 


. \HE Devil upon Crutches i in Eng- 
= land, or Night Scenes in London. 
A Satirical Work. Written upon the Plan 
of the celebrated Diable Boiteux of Monſieur 
Le Sage. In Two Parts. Dedicated to 
Sir James Daſhwood. By i Gentleman of Ox- 
ford. The Second Edition, Price ſe d, 3s. 

N. B. The Second Part may be had ſe- 
= to complete the Work. ; 

. Eetters concerning the Engli ſb Navy 
108 By Monfieur De Voltaire. In 12m⁰ 
Price bound 28s. d. 

3. Dryder's Virgil, in three Volum 
8b. royal Paper, adorned with GS. 
hk Sculptures. Price bound s 
A very few Copies of this elegant Edition; 


are remaining. Vee — 

The Rydiments of Grammar for the 
En oliſh- Saxon Tongue, firſt given in Eng- 
liſh ; being very uſeful towards the Under- 
ſtanding our ancient Enghſb Poets, and 
other Writers. By Elizabeth Ejfob. In 
5. Price bound 4s. 

The Temple of the Muſes, or the 
riacipal Hiſtories of fabulous Antiquity, 
With Explications and Remarks which diſ- 
cover the true Meaning of the ſeveral Fables, 


and their Foundation in Hiſtory, Very . 
uſeful for young Gentlemen and others, who...” 


0 inten reading the Claſſics. in 120 
Price bound " | 
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